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INTRODUCTION
Justification of the project: In the history of our country there are many interesting and unusual historical events, but It is always better to see some materials like photos or videos about them, than just to read boring paragraphs in history books.  Alliance of England and the USSR has affected the history of both countries in some way.Especially the Alliance in times of the Second World war was a positive experience for us in a diplomatic way. It showed us that Britain and Russia could have a pretty close relationship if they want to.   
 Many of the historical events we know might be completely forgottenin a couple of decades and people would never think of them. So we should leave in history as many of them as possible in order not to lose the experience of past generations.
  Now we have technologies which allow us to share these historical evidence with the world and it is the very best moment to do so.
Goal: 
· to promote awareness of historical events related to British-Soviet relationship through unpublished photos.
Objectives:
· to find a few obscure historical events 
· to search for some unpublished materials
· to make the results of the research available for everyone who is interested in
Object of research:
· unpublished photos
Subject of research:
· British-Soviet diplomacy from 1935 to 1945
Methods of research:
· surfing the web
· document analysis
· questionnaires
· case studies
Hypothesis:
· Our history might be erased if we do not care about it.
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THEORETICAL PART
1.1 Different views on history
     Everybody knows that “History is written by the victors”, and It appears that attitude to history differs from one country to another. My research is aimed to Russian and British history, so I have to start from the beginning. 
Formal ties between the courts started in 1553. Russia and Britain became allies against Napoleon in the early-19th century. They were enemies in the Crimean War of the 1850s, and rivals in the Great Game for control of central Asia in the latter half of the 19th century. They allied again in World Wars I and II, although the Russian Revolution of 1917 strained relations. The two countries were at sword's point during the Cold War (1947–1989). Russia's big business tycoons developed strong ties with London financial institutions in the 1990s after the dissolution of the USSR in 1991. So It is the Anglo-Russian relations simplified, but still our countries have different opinion about these historical events.

1.1.1 British historians’ opinion and Churchill’s
  In different times people interpret history in different ways and nowadays we have some disagreements with British. As an example there are comments given by Richard Evans to DW about Vladimir Putin’s article: “Vladimir Putin has "good sources and arguments" in his article about the Second World War, but the Russian president has kept many things silent.” 
Deutsche Welle: Vladimir Putin wrote an article about the Second World War, or rather, about its origins. What do you think of it?
Richard Evans: On the surface - the article contains good sources and arguments. Nevertheless, I believe that it is designed to justify Stalin's policies. Putin harshly attacks the Munich Agreement of autumn 1938 involving the French and British governments, which was to divide Czechoslovakia and agree to Hitler's demand that the German-speaking population along the borders should be part of the "Reich". This weakened the country's defences, and then, in the spring of 1939, Hitler occupied the rest of Czechoslovakia. Most historians today share a critical attitude towards Munich. But then this decision was incredibly popular, because it averted the threat of a general war. I don't think Putin is being fair when he says that Western politicians are "silencing" Munich. It is considered an important step on the road to war.
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 However, Richard Evants does not disagree or argue with Putin, but he says that president is a bit dishonest. This thing is common today from both countries, they neither agree, nor argue about history. Mostly they blame each other for falsifying the history or misinterpreting some historical events.

  Winston Churchill’s letters from his book “The Second World War”:
“Former Navy man to President Roosevelt

June 15, 1941

Judging by the information from all the sources at my disposal, including the most reliable, in the near future the Germans will probably attack Russia. The main German armies are deployed all the way from Finland to Romania, and the concentration of the last aviation and tank forces is coming to an end.

The pocket battleship Lutzov, which poked its nose out of the Skagerrak yesterday and was instantly torpedoed by our coastal aviation aircraft, was probably heading north to strengthen naval forces on the Arctic flank.

If this new war breaks out, we will, of course, give the Russians every encouragement and assistance, based on the principle that the enemy we need to defeat is Hitler. I do not expect any class political reaction here and I hope that the German-Russian conflict will not create any difficulties for you.

The American ambassador, who spent the weekend with me, brought the president's response to my message. The President promised that if the Germans attacked Russia, he would immediately publicly support "any statement that the Prime Minister can make welcoming Russia as an ally." Winant conveyed this important assurance verbally.”
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“Prime Minister to Prime Minister Stalin

July 8, 1941

We are all very happy here that the Russian armies are putting up such a strong, courageous and courageous resistance to the completely unprovoked and ruthless invasion of the Nazis. The bravery and perseverance of Soviet soldiers and people are universallyadmired. We will do our best to help you as much as time, geographical conditions and our growing resources allow. The longer the war continues, the more help we will be able to provide. The British air forces carry out both day and night large raids on all the territories occupied by Germany and on Germany itself within reach.

About 400 planes made daylight raids on the other side of the sea yesterday. On Saturday evening, more than 200 heavy bombers raided German cities. Some of them carried bombs weighing three tons, and last night about 250 heavy bombers participated in the operations. It will continue to be so. We hope in this way to force Hitler to return part of his air force to the West and gradually ease the burden on your country. In addition, at my request, the Admiralty has prepared a serious operation that it will undertake in the near future in the Arctic, after which, I hope, contact will be established between the British and Russian naval forces. Meanwhile, in operations off the Norwegian coast, we intercepted various shipping ships heading north against your country. We welcome the arrival of the Russian military mission to coordinate future plans.

We just need to keep doing our best to knock the spirit out of the villains.”
***
“Without hesitation, they (the USSR) began to demand in urgent and harsh terms from the exhausted and fighting England to send them military materials, which it’s own army lacked so much. They insisted that the United States forward to them the maximum amount of various materials that we had counted on, and, moreover, in the summer of 1941, they demanded the landing of the British in Europe, at any cost and regardless of the risk, in order to create a second front.”
***
“Far from wishing to dispute in the slightest degree the conclusion that history will confirm, namely that the Russian resistance broke the backbone of the German armies and fatally undermined the vital energy of the German nation, it is fair to point out that for more than a year after Russia entered the war, it seemed to us a burden, not a help. 
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Nevertheless, we were glad to have this powerful nation on our side during the war, and we all believed that even if the Soviet armies had to withdraw to the Ural Mountains, Russia would still represent a huge, and if it persevered in the war, then ultimately a decisive force.”


     As we can see, Churchill has tried to do his best in order to help the USSR, because the destiny of his country and the whole world depended on it. According to him, it was hard to deal with Russian leaders, sometimes they simply ignored British diplomatic mission in Moscow and It seems by his notes that Soviets were a bit ungrateful for the things he has done for them. You should consider that Churchill was a great anticommunist, but, as he said, he hated Hitler much more, so he preferred to ally with everyone who fights against him. 
     However, Churchill and Stalin managed to come to an agreement. England provided the USSR military and economical help. From the lend-lease programme the Red army received: 12199 tanks (12.3% of it’s tanks in total), 1.9 thousand self-propelled artillery installations (7.8%), 7185 armoured personnel carriers (the USSR started fabricating such machines only in late 40s), 18,3 airplanes (13%), 8 thousand anti-aircraft guns (21%), 5 thousand anti-tank guns (9%), 430 thousand tucks, which was 64% of the Soviet’s. These are not only from Britain, but also from USA and Canada. Surely, this helped Soviets a lot, it was about 10% of all technique, which fought on the west front.

1.1.2 Russian historians opinion
    Russian historians think the other way than ones overseas. They give the leading role in defeating the Nazi Germany to the USSR and it seems like allies have done not as much as Churchill says. For example here is what Volkov Fedor Dmitrievich wrote in his book “USSR - England. 1929-1945 Anglo-Soviet relations before and during the Second World War”:
    “The heroic struggle of the Soviet people against the German-fascist hordes aroused the sympathy of all progressive humanity, the working people of the whole world. It  caused a sharp rise in the national liberation movement of peoples in the countries occupied by Hitler's Germany. The workers of the whole world understood that not only the fate of the USSR, but also their fate, the cause of national independence and freedom of all peoples was being decided on the Soviet-German front. At the same time the working masses and 
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first of all the proletarians of all countries, sought with their support of the USSR to fulfil the inter-national debt in relation to the world's first socialist state.
     The Communist parties took the lead in this struggle of the peoples against the fascist oppressors. After the attack of fascist Germany on the USSR, the communist parties of many countries issued declarations to the workers, which formulated specific programs of the struggle of the masses for the defeat of fascism The communist parties of England and the USA expressing the desire of the best part of the people demanded from
the governments of their countries the creation of a powerful coalition of states for a joint struggle against Hitler's Germany.”


The Communist Party of England published On June 22, 1941, the declaration emphasized:
"The cause of the Soviet Union is the cause of the working peoples of the whole globe, the cause of freedom and socialism. We demand solidarity with the socialist Soviet Union. We demand the immediate conclusion of a military and diplomatic agreement between Britain and the Soviet Union… Create a powerful united front of the British people and the peoples of the world's first socialist state"
   Thousands of London workers gathered on June 29 for a rally in Hyde Park and declared in the adopted resolution: "The peoples of the Soviet Union and the English people
are equally interested in overthrowing fascism and in creating the foundations of a lasting peace… The struggle of the Soviet people is our struggle". Many English workers applied to the Soviet Embassy in London declaring their desire to fight in the ranks of the Red
Armies. In turn, the Communist Party of the USA advocated "full and unlimited cooperation of USA, England and the USSR". The leaders of the Communist Party of the USA pointed out that the protection of the USSR means the protection of the independence of their homeland.”
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PRACTICAL PART
2.1 Survey
     Before making the product of my project and collecting all of the materials I have made a questionnaire. About 160 people of different ages (pic. 8) had answered my questions about how interested they are in the history of our country and about British-Soviet relations. 
 (
Most of the respondents said that they were interested in history at school (pic. 1) and about 2/3 said that they are interested in British-Soviet relations (pic. 2). So it is not only me who considers it 
interesting.
) (
pic. 1
)Most of the respondents said that they were interested in history at school (pic. 1) and about 2/3 said that they are interested in British-Soviet relations (pic. 2). So it is not only me who considers it interesting.


 (
In the theoretical part of my research I have said about 
different views on history. Russian and British historians’ thoughts were controversial, however, questionnaire shows that people in Russia are quite positive about the role of Britain in WW2.
)
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pic. 3
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Also my survey included questions about people’s interest and awareness about British-Soviet relations (pics. 4, 5, 6) and their attitude to the history of Russia (pic. 7).
 (
No wonder many people do not know who Hewlett Johnson is (pic. 4). Myself I found out about him only when I had started working on the project.
)





 (
pic. 4
)



 (
I am glad people would like to learn more about this period of time, because it makes m
y project relevant and shows that people of our country are interested in their own history and honour heroes of this terrible event. This tendency continues on the graph 7.
And comparing graph 5 and 6 we can say that many people are not really well-awared
  about British-Soviet relations, but they would like to.
)
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2.2 Archive search
     In order to solve the problem of people forgetting our history I have decided to take one of the most interesting periods of time, the Second World war. And British-Soviet relations as an aspect for complex analysis, because it is pretty outstanding and this example nowadays might be useful.  
     There is no use working with boring material which have already been analysed thousands of times.  To find something unfamiliar, some rare materials I went to the Russian State Archive of Film and Photo Documents in in Krasnogorsk.  And in the rubric called “Relations of the USSR with Great Britain (socio-political)” I have found what I was looking for. The photos of rector of the Canterbury Cathedral Dr. Hewlett Johnson, who also was  a Chairman of the Joint Committee for Assistance to the Soviet Union, during his visits to USSR in 1945 and 1962. 
   Since 1931, H. Johnson interacted with the Soviet Ambassador to the UK, Ivan Maysky, who met him right after his appointment in London. In his memoirs Maysky describes a conversation with Johnson: 
"I once told Hewlett Johnson that as a child, as a high school student, I was always arguing with our gymnasium priest, Father Canary... In the lessons of the law of God, I often rushed into battle when Father Canary told us some ridiculous story about miracles or the creation of the world. Once at confession, when Kanarsky asked if I had "doubts," I replied that I did, and gave this example: on the one hand, the "scripture" says that "faith without works is dead," on the other hand, the same "scripture" says that "without faith it is impossible to please God." So, which is better: faith without works or works without faith? My question put Kanarsky in a very difficult position. He chewed some incomprehensible gum for a long time, endlessly repeated "on the one hand" and "on the other hand", but he could not answer me anything definite.
When I finished, Hewlett Johnson said:
- Your Orthodox priest was a helpless dogmatist, so he was confused in three pines. In fact, for a true Christian (he emphasized these words), the answer to the question you asked is very simple: of course, the most important things are. Faith finds its expression in deeds. If there are no works, then there is no faith, and there is only hypocritical chatter about faith.
"You said for a true Christian," I remarked, "what does it mean?" Who do you consider a true Christian?
"A true Christian," replied Hewlett Johnson, "was Jesus Christ himself and his closest 
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associates... What is now called the Christian church is not true Christians. They have long capitulated to capital and are doing its will... A true Christian cannot be an enemy of communism - on the contrary, there are many points of contact between true Christianity and communism… True Christians are Bolsheviks."
       So, Hewlett Johnson was a very unusual person, who deserves a proper article which I can not provide you with, but I had a chance to put one of the photos in the collage I was making, so students might get interested in this person.

      Hewlett Johnson was not the only one shown in this catalogue. There was a photo of British Foreign Minister Anthony Eden and his attendants visiting the Museum of the New Western Art in Moscow in 1935. Do not worry if you have never heard about this museum, because it existed until 1948, when the collection of this museum was banned by the policy of the "iron curtain". The collection, which in the Decree of 1918 was characterized as "an exceptional collection of great European masters", which "by its high artistic value is of national importance in the cause of public education" was now declared socially harmful and dangerous. This museum itself was a cultural phenomenon: the first and only museum of modern art in the country, which collected, stored and studied Western European and American art of the second half of the XIX - 30s of the XX century. Its collection combines two large Moscow collections of new and modern Western European, mainly French art - works of Impressionists and post-impressionists, collected at the very end of the XIX - early XX century by Moscow entrepreneurs and art connoisseurs Sergei Ivanovich Shchukin and Ivan Abramovich Morozov.Shchukin and Morozov became interested in the works of the Impressionists, Cezanne, Van Gogh, Gauguin, Matisse and early Picasso before French museums and museums in other countries appreciated this art and began to acquire it - collectors often go ahead of museums. Russian collectors, managed to bring to Russia the most characteristic works of the most famous masters.None of the museums, none of the private galleries, except, perhaps, the Barnes Museum-Institute in Philadelphia, gives such a diverse and rich picture of the development of French painting over the past 50 years, — the director of the museum Boris Nikolaevich Ternovets wrote in 1933, — The importance of the museum is not only in the completeness of its collections, but also in their unusually high level; most of the leading masters of the 19th and 20th centuries, like Monet, Renoir, Gauguin, Cezanne, Van Gogh, Matisse, Picasso, Derain and others, are represented in the museum has first-class, sometimes even central in their work work. 
 The interesting thing is that there not many pictures of Boris Ternovets left, but on the 
photo he is giving an excursion to the foreigners as the director of the museum.
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2.3  Making the product
      When I had all the materials I needed and after analysing results of my questionnaire I started doing my product, which had to do something about saving our history. I wanted to make something catchy and interesting, so I decided to make a poster featuring some photos related to British-Soviet relations, which I had not seen in the internet, with a little information about each of them. 
      I used a free app “Picsart” because It has a wide variety of tools I needed for my poster. I put 8 photos in a collage and took some information from the writings on the back of photo cards from the Russian State Archive of Film and Photo Documents. After a few days of hard work  I went to one of the printing shops in Moscow with the pre-made poster, and they printed it on glossy a3 sheet.
     My idea is that this poster might be used in classrooms on the lessons of English at school, because country study and history of English-speaking country is an important part of learning English and we must know the history of our own country (as most of the people in questionnaire said).




CONCLUCION
     In conclusion I would like to say that my hypothesis “Our history might be erased if we do not care about it” was solved. After analysis of people’s opinions, different books, articles  and websites I want to say that although the history of our countries is controversial everyone can have his own view on the truth. History of British-Soviet relations evolved with time.  They have had their ups and downs, sometimes we were enemies, sometimes allies, and we will be again one time. I want to hope for the best, but future is obscure. However it completely relies on events and people we see today.
      My poster is just a drop in the ocean which takes part in a big action of saving our history, together people who care about the fate of our children will create that foundation for the future based on the past. Everyone must take a part in this if we want to leave in peace and prosperity.
Презентация https://disk.yandex.ru/i/3ZG-HCOxs8eSTQ
Продукт проекта https://disk.yandex.ru/i/4YQx6xhJ-hMITA
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pic. 8 Percentage of teenagers and older people attending the survey

      pic. 9 Percentage of people who are familiar with GMNZI   








pic. 10 The product: poster “British-Soviet relations (1935-1945) through archive photos” 
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BRITISH-SOVIET RELATIONS (1935-1945) THROUGH ARCHIVE PHOTOS
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